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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ACT  

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Distinguished participants, 

It gives me great pleasure to participate in this conference in my capacity as General 

Rapporteur on violence against women, representing the Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Council of Europe and its Network "Women Free from Violence". I would like first 

of all to thank the members of the WAVE network for their active engagement and 

invitation.  

We are all here today because we are aware of our responsibility to prevent and 

combat violence against women and domestic violence. 

Our responsibility not to remain silent. 

Our responsibility to react. 

Our responsibility to make our most to protect victims and potential victims. 

Our responsibility to act.  
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Our sense of responsibility makes us agree that we cannot accept that some crimes 

remain unpunished. Similarly, we cannot tolerate that some women victims of 

violence do not receive adequate help or are being questioned when asking for 

assistance.   

We all act at our respective levels. It can be by providing direct assistance and 

support to victims, running helplines, securing funding for assistance services, 

implementing action plans, drafting legislation or promoting and implementing an 

international convention. 

As a member of the Portuguese Parliament, first Vice Chairperson of the Committee 

on Equality and Non-Discrimination of the Parliamentary assembly of the Council of 

Europe and General rapporteur on violence against women, I am convinced that 

more can be done.  

More will be done once the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and 

combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) 

enters into force.  

The efforts of the Parliamentary Assembly are now concentrated around the 

promotion of the Convention, a unique instrument and the most advanced 

international legal instrument in this field. Promotion efforts go beyond the borders of 

Council of Europe, since it is open to non-member States of the Council of Europe.  

Allow me to highlight several groundbreaking features of the Istanbul Convention: 

- It recognises violence against women as a violation of human rights and a form of 

discrimination – stressing the responsibility of the states to prevent violence and 

to protect victims;  

- It is the first international treaty to contain a definition of gender (a socially 

constructed category of gender that assigns women and men their particular roles 

and behaviours); 

- It introduces criminal offences which are not yet included in all national legislative 

frameworks such as female genital mutilation, forced marriage, stalking, 
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psychological violence, sexual harassment, sexual violence including marital 

rape, forced abortion and forced sterilisation.  

In addition, once the Convention enters into force, a strong independent mechanism 

will be set up to monitor its implementation at national level. It will be complemented 

by a parliamentary involvement. National parliaments will participate in monitoring the 

measures taken by the State parties to implement the Convention and the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe will be invited to regularly take 

stock of the Convention.  

The Convention aims to ensure that the needs and safety of victims are placed at the 

heart of all its measures. It is a landmark instrument establishing high standards in 

the field of prevention, protection and assistance for its victims, prosecutions of the 

perpetrators and requiring coordinated policies. It aims at preventing violence by 

changing attitudes and combating stereotypes. The protection of the victims is at its 

centre. When becoming parties, States engage to set up specialised support services 

that provide medical assistance as well as psychological and legal counseling to 

victims and their children. Prosecution is also foreseen in order to ensure that 

violence against women and domestic violence are criminalised and appropriately 

punished. Excuses on the grounds of culture, custom, religion or so-called “honour” 

are unacceptable for any act of violence. The Convention aims at ensuring that 

victims have access to special protection measures during investigation and judicial 

proceedings.  

Last but not least, the Convention requires for its implementation the set up of 

comprehensive policies, with the involvement of all relevant actors, including  

relevant state agencies and services, as well as civil society organisations, so that 

violence against women and domestic violence are tackled in a coordinated way.  

The Convention opened for signature on 11 May 2011. To date, 24 countries have 

signed it, and only one, Turkey, has ratified it. It will enter into force once 10 countries 

have ratified it. We are 9 ratifications away from having an impact and making it a 

living instrument.  
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Parliamentarians play a crucial role in the promotion of the Convention. As legislators 

and policy makers, they can move forward the process leading to the signature and 

the ratification of the Convention. They can question their governments, organise 

debates at national level, especially within their parliaments, and initiate a public 

petition. As opinion-makers, parliamentarians are as well in a privileged position to 

contribute to the evolution of mentalities, by condemning publicly violence against 

women.  

Their role is also significant at the international level. I was appointed Rapporteur 

general on violence against women in early 2012 but my commitment to this cause at 

the international level dates back to 2006, when I took part in the Council of Europe 

campaign ‘Stop domestic violence against women’.  

Then, I had the privilege to represent the Parliamentary Assembly in the Council of 

Europe Ad Hoc Committee on preventing and combating violence against women 

and domestic violence. This Committee employed considerable time and resources 

(nearly 2 years) to draft a comprehensive, innovative and ambitious Convention.  

In my capacity as General Rapporteur, I monitor the situation in Council of Europe 

member States, represent the Assembly in official events, regularly report back to the 

Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination and closely cooperate with the 

President of the Parliamentary Assembly, Mr Jean-Claude Mignon. 

I am also the Political Coordinator of the Parliamentary Network “Women Free from 

Violence”. The Network was first set up in the context of the 2006-2008 Campaign. 

Over this period, some 40 national parliaments conducted more than 200 activities to 

condemn violence, raise awareness among parliamentarians and the general public, 

amend the laws, better protect victims and effectively prosecute the perpetrators.  

With its Resolution 1635 (2008) on Combating violence against women: towards a 

Council of Europe Convention, the Assembly decided that the Network would 

continue its work, since it was instrumental in enhancing information-sharing amongst 

parliamentarians and co-ordinating joint actions. 
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The Network is currently composed of 51 members of the parliamentary delegations 

of member and observer states to the Parliamentary Assembly, as well as of the 

delegations of Partners for Democracy (Morocco and the Palestinian Legislative 

Council). Network members meet during the part-sessions of the Parliamentary 

Assembly in Strasbourg to discuss with activists, practitioners and experts on the 

different aspects of the Convention and all forms of violence.   

Members take their commitment to combating violence against women back home 

and launch activities at the national level so as to promote the Convention. They are 

also invited to participate in human rights film festivals and debates on violence 

against women, using every opportunity to raise awareness and knowledge on the 

Convention. Visibility material, such as a newsletter, a leaflet and poster, has been 

developed to help them in their activities. 

In September this year, the Network held a conference in Tirana where a handbook 

for parliamentarians was officially launched. This Handbook is an essential tool to 

better understand the Convention and is not only addressed to parliamentarians but 

to all activists. Several Network members have already taken the initiative to support 

the translation of the Handbook into their national languages. Its English and French 

versions are available on the website of the Network.  

Another Network activity is the organisation of parliamentary seminars around the 

International Day for the elimination of violence against women on 25 November and 

the ensuing 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence. Several Network members 

will organise seminars in their national parliaments to raise knowledge of the 

Convention and call for ratification. Each seminar will include a general presentation 

of the Convention, its added value, an overview of the main aspects of the national 

legislation and questions and answers with parliamentarians and relevant ministers. I 

am planning the organisation of an event on 3 December in Lisbon. 
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Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Distinguished participants,  

All forces have to be joined so as to combat violence against women and domestic 

violence in the most efficient way and at every level, from the homes to the national 

parliaments and international organisations. Members of governments, 

parliamentarians, civil servants, NGO representatives, social workers and citizens, 

we all share a responsibility to act against violence against women and domestic 

violence and to ensure that women can enjoy their rights and a full equality.  

We cannot think that equality has been achieved if a part of the population continues 

being discriminated against. Similarly, we cannot consider that we live in full 

democracy if violence prevents women from enjoying their rights. Freeing women 

from violence is part of combating for a full democracy.  

I call on all of you to be messengers for the Convention in your respective countries 

and to ask for its ratification so as to transform this text into a living instrument. We 

are now at a turning point, where we can take a decisive acceleration. 

Be responsible.  

Act because you feel responsible.  

Promote the Convention, ask for its ratification!  

Thank you for your attention.  


