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1.  Objectives 

 
Following the example of previous seminars held in 2013, 2014 and 2015, the seminar will consider the 
2015 conclusions by the European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) from the parliamentary 
perspective and examine relevant situations of non-conformity identified with representatives of national 
parliaments.  
 
In 2015, the ECSR examined reports submitted by 31 States Parties on the articles of the European 
Social Charter (ESC or Charter) relating to children, families and migrants, including, next to other 
articles, the right of children and young persons to protection (Article 7) and the right of children and 
young persons to social, legal and economic protection (Article 17). The reports covered the reference 

period 2010‑2013. 

 
The main themes of the present seminar have been chosen according to the articles under which most 
situations of non-conformity were noted by the ECSR and in line with the mandate of the plenary 
Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development. The main legal references of the 
present seminar will be Article 7 (the right of children and young persons to protection), relating to 
children in a working context and notably the transitional period between secondary education and 
employment, and Article 17 (their right to social, legal and economic protection), containing a paragraph 
on the protection of children against negligence, violence or exploitation, including corporal punishment. 
However, in some cases both topics are cutting across these Articles. 
 
Participants of the seminar are invited to share their knowledge and experience concerning the protection 
of children in the national context, both through legislation and practice, and will discuss remaining 
challenges, possible legislative and political responses and examples of good practice in the two 
selected areas. They will be encouraged to jointly reflect on ways of addressing the issues raised by the 
ECSR conclusions and via the collective complaints mechanism within their national parliaments and of 
removing possible obstacles to accepting and implementing relevant articles. 
 
Like for previous editions, we trust that the seminar will enhance parliamentarians’ capacity to promote 
the ESC in their respective countries, to initiate specific debates and orient decisions by 
parliamentarians, in order to enhance the Charter’s impact in their countries.   
 

2.  Participants 

 
The participants invited to the seminar are parliamentarians who are members of national parliamentary 
committees dealing with social rights and social affairs. In some cases, parliamentarians interested could 
also be working in specific children’s rights or labour right’s committees. More detailed information about 
selection criteria for the countries listed, can be found in Appendix II.  
 
With regard to situations of non-conformity of national legislation and practice with the Charter identified 
by the 2015 Conclusions by the ECSR (and notably the selection of conclusions addressed to the 
Parliamentary Assembly), 23 countries are invited to the seminar: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Lithuania, Malta, Republic of 
Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, 
Sweden, “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom. 
 
Five countries are invited to the seminar following collective complaints concerning loopholes in the 
national legislation or a lack of adequate policies as identified in recent years (2010-2015): Belgium, 
Czech Republic, France, Ireland, Slovenia. 
 
Nine countries are invited to the seminar for the non-acceptance of certain articles of the European 
Social Charter (revised) or the European Social Charter (for those member States bound by this first 
treaty only): Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Finland, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, Luxembourg, Poland. 

 

3.  Working languages 

 
Interpretation will be provided into English, French and Russian throughout the seminar.  
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Draft programme 
 
 
9:30-10:00 Opening of the seminar by Ms Sevinj Fataliyeva, Chairperson of the Sub-Committee 
 

Thematic introduction by Professor Giuseppe Palmisano, President of the European 
Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) 

 
 
10:00-12:30 Session 1: Protecting children at work against violations concerning their working 

or employment conditions (including excessive working time for children, 
“underage work” and unfair wages) 
 
“Overview of the decisions of the European Committee of Social Rights”  
by Ms Eliane Chemla, member of the European Committee of Social Rights 

 
 Contributions by national delegations 
 

Experts: 
- Mr Iñigo Isusi, IKEI Research and Consultancy, San Sebastián (Spain) 
- Ms Snezhi Bedalli, Child Labour Specialist for Europe, International Labour 

Organization (ILO) 
- Ms Anna Rurka, Chairperson of the Conference of INGOs, Council of Europe 
- A member of the Sub-Committee  

 
Exchange of views 

 
 
12:30-14:30 Working lunch at the “Brasserie Italienne” (73 avenue Kléber, Paris) 
 
 
14:30-16:45 Session 2: Protecting children against all forms of corporal punishment 
 

“Overview of the decisions of the European Committee of Social Rights”  
by Ms Eliane Chemla, member of the European Committee of Social Rights 
 

 Contributions by national delegations  
 
Experts: 

- Ms Jillian van Turnhout, former Member of the Irish Senate Seanad Éireann  
and children’s rights advocate 

- A member of the Sub-Committee  
 

Exchange of views  
 
 
16:45-17:00 Conclusions by Ms Sevinj Fataliyeva, Chairperson of the Sub-Committee 
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APPENDIX I 
RELEVANT ARTICLES OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL CHARTER 

 

 
Article 7 

 
The right of children and young persons to protection 

 
With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of children and young persons to protection, the 
Parties undertake: 
 
1 to provide that the minimum age of admission to employment shall be 15 years, subject to exceptions 

for children employed in prescribed light work without harm to their health, morals or education; 
 
2 to provide that the minimum age of admission to employment shall be 18 years with respect to 

prescribed occupations regarded as dangerous or unhealthy; 
 
3 to provide that persons who are still subject to compulsory education shall not be employed in such 

work as would deprive them of the full benefit of their education; 
 
4 to provide that the working hours of persons under 18 years of age shall be limited in accordance with 

the needs of their development, and particularly with their need for vocational training; 
 
5 to recognise the right of young workers and apprentices to a fair wage or other appropriate 

allowances; 
 
6 to provide that the time spent by young persons in vocational training during the normal working hours 

with the consent of the employer shall be treated as forming part of the working day; 
 
7 to provide that employed persons of under 18 years of age shall be entitled to a minimum of four 

weeks' annual holiday with pay; 
 
8 to provide that persons under 18 years of age shall not be employed in night work with the exception 

of certain occupations provided for by national laws or regulations; 
 
9 to provide that persons under 18 years of age employed in occupations prescribed by national laws or 

regulations shall be subject to regular medical control; 
 
10 to ensure special protection against physical and moral dangers to which children and young persons 

are exposed, and particularly against those resulting directly or indirectly from their work. 
 

Article 17 
 

The right of children and young persons to social, legal and economic protection 
 
With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of children and young persons to grow up in an 
environment which encourages the full development of their personality and of their physical and mental 
capacities, the Parties undertake, either directly or in co-operation with public and private organisations, to 
take all appropriate and necessary measures designed: 
 
1a to ensure that children and young persons, taking account of the rights and duties of their parents, 

have the care, the assistance, the education and the training they need, in particular by providing for 
the establishment or maintenance of institutions and services sufficient and adequate for this purpose; 

 
b to protect children and young persons against negligence, violence or exploitation; 
 
c to provide protection and special aid from the state for children and young persons temporarily or 

definitively deprived of their family's support; 
 
2 to provide to children and young persons a free primary and secondary education as well as to 

encourage regular attendance at schools. 
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APPENDIX II 
SELECTION CRITERIA FOR INVITING  

DIFFERENT STATE PARTIES OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL CHARTER 
 
With regard to non-conformity in legislation and practice identified by the 2015 Conclusions of the 
ECSR (as presented in the “Selection of conclusions of non-conformity 2015” to the attention of the 
Parliamentary Assembly), the following countries are invited to the seminar: 
 

For violations concerning child labour or 
inappropriate working or employment 

conditions of minors 
(Article 7) 

For violations concerning corporal 
punishment (Article 7.10 and 17) 

Armenia Armenia 

Azerbaïjan Azerbaïjan 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Cyprus - 

Czech Republic Czech Republic 

Estonia - 

Georgia - 

Hungary - 

Lithuania Lithuania 

Malta - 

Republic of Moldova - 

- Montenegro 

Netherlands - 

Norway - 

- Russian Federation 

Serbia Serbia 

- Slovak Republic 

Slovenia Slovenia 

Sweden - 

"the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia" - 

Turkey Turkey 

Ukraine - 

United Kingdom United Kingdom 

 
The following countries are invited to the seminar following collective complaints concerning loopholes 
in the national legislation or a lack of adequate policies as identified in recent years (2010-2015):  
 

Most recent collective complaints invoking Articles 7 or 17 

Belgium (Complaint No. 98/2015) 

Czech Republic (Complaint No. 96/2013) 

France (Complaint No. 92/2013) 

Ireland (Complaint No. 93/2013) 

Slovenia (Complaint No. 95/2013) 

 
The following countries are (also) invited to the seminar for the non-acceptance of certain articles of 
the European Social Charter (revised) or the European Social Charter of 1961 (for those member 
States still bound by the 1961 Charter): 
 

Country  European Social Charter (revised; ETS No. 163) 
Non-ratification of Article: 

Albania 17 

Austria 7.6 

Azerbaijan 17 

Bulgaria 17.1. 

Cyprus 7.5., 7.9 and 17 

Estonia 7.5. and 7.6 

Finland 7.6 and 7.9 
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Country  European Social Charter (revised; ETS No. 163) 
Non-ratification of Article: 

Hungary  7.2 – 7.10 

Republic of Moldova 7.5 and 7.6 

Montenegro 7.10 

Norway  7.4. and 7.9 

Serbia 7.1a 

Sweden 7.5 and 7.6 

“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” 7.5 

  

Country  European Social Charter (ETS No. 35) 
Non-ratification of Article: 

Denmark 7 

Germany 7.1 

Iceland 7 

Luxembourg 7.4 – 7.10 

Poland 7.1, 7.3, 7.5 

United Kingdom 7.1, 7.4, 7.7, 7.8 

 
 
 
 
Background documentation: 
 

- 2015 ECSR Conclusions  
- Press briefing elements (English only) 


