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Political Affairs Committee 

 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly 
 

AS/Pol/CB (2011) 01 
 
31 January 2010 
 
The Political Affairs Committee, meeting in Strasbourg from 24 to 27 January 2011, first with Mr Franken 
(Netherlands, EPP/CD), oldest member present, and then Mr von Sydow (Sweden, SOC) in the Chair: 
 
re-elected: 
 

- Mr von Sydow (Sweden, SOC), Chair 
- Mr Lipiński (Poland, EPP/CD), 1st Vice-Chair 
- Mr Kosachev (Russian Federation, EDG), 2nd Vice-Chair 
- Mr M.A. Jensen (Denmark, ALDE), 3rd Vice-Chair 

 
as regards:  
 
- Violence against Christians in the Middle East: appointed Mr Volontè (Italy, EPP/CD) as Rapporteur for 
the debate under urgent procedure; considered and approved a report, adopted a draft recommendation and 
subsequently took position on the amendments tabled; 
 
- The situation in Belarus in the aftermath of the presidential election: confirmed Mrs Hurskainen 
(Finland, SOC) as Rapporteur for the debate under urgent procedure; considered and approved a report, 
unanimously adopted a draft resolution, took position on the amendments tabled and held an exchange of views 
with the other two members of the Parliamentary Troika on Belarus: Mr Jacek Protasiewicz, Chair of the 
European Parliament delegation for relations with Belarus, and Ms Uta Zapf, Chair of the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly working group on Belarus; 
 
- The situation in Tunisia: appointed Mrs Brasseur (Luxembourg, ALDE) as Rapporteur for the debate 
under urgent procedure; considered and approved a report, unanimously adopted a draft resolution and 
subsequently took position on the amendments tabled; 
 
- Follow-up to the reform of the Council of Europe (Rapporteur : Mr Mignon, France, EPP/CD): took 
position on the amendments tabled to the draft resolution and the draft recommendation; 
 
- Reconciliation and political dialogue between the countries of the former Yugoslavia (Rapporteur: 
Mr Marcenaro, Italy, SOC): took position on the amendments tabled to the draft resolution and to the draft 
recommendation and held an exchange of views with Ms Natasa Kandic, Director of the Humanitarian Law 
Center (Belgrade), and with representatives of the Croatian and Serbian delegations to the Assembly; 
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- Iran’s nuclear programme: the need for an effective international response (Rapporteur: Mr Iwiński, 
Poland, SOC): heard a statement by the Rapporteur, authorised him to conduct a fact-finding visit to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEI) in Vienna, and asked him to complete the report with a view to 
presenting it at the meeting of the Standing Committee in Kiev (27 May 2011); 
 
- The Council of Europe and the Eastern partnership of the European Union (Rapporteur: Mr Lipiński, 
Poland, EPP/CD): postponed the consideration of this item to its next meeting; 
 
- Future work: 
 

a) Appointed for report: 
 

Mr Michael Hancock (United Kingdom, ALDE) as Rapporteur on Democracy and the limitation of 
mandates; 

 
Mr Tiny Kox (Netherlands, UEL) as Rapporteur on Request for Partner for Democracy status with 
the Parliamentary Assembly submitted by the Palestinian National Council, 

 
 after having heard from them a declaration on the absence of conflict of interest; 

 
decided to give no follow-up to the reference on Mediation by the Council of Europe in cases of hostage-
taking of Council of Europe member states citizens; 

 
 b) Appointment of representatives of the Committee: 
 
  . Council for democratic elections, Venice Commission: 
 
 Mrs Josette Durrieu (France, SOC) as representative, Mr Hancock (United Kingdom, ALDE) as 
 substitute; 
 
. agreed to the proposal by the Chair to allow time, at the beginning of the next meeting, for free discussion 
where members would be able to raise any issue within the Committee’s remit; 
 
- Reconstitution of sub-committees 
 

- reconstituted its sub-committees on the Middle East, on External Relations and on Conflict prevention 
through dialogue and reconciliation as presented in the Appendix;  
 

 
- Follow-up by the Committee of Ministers to Assembly texts presented by the Political Affairs 
Committee: took note of the replies adopted by the Committee of Ministers to Recommendation 1886 (2009) 
The future of the Council of Europe in the light of its sixty years of experience (Rapporteur: Mr Mignon); 
Recommendation 1898 (2010) Thresholds and other features of electoral systems which have an impact on 
representativity of parliaments in Council of Europe member states (Rapporteur: Mr Daems) and 
Recommendation 1919 (2010) Euro-mediterranean region: call for a Council of Europe strategy (Rapporteur: 
Mr Badré). 
 
- Next meetings 
 
 . 8 March 2011 (afternoon), Paris – Sub-Committee on the Middle East 
 . 9 March 2011, Paris – Plenary Committee 
 . 2nd part-session 2011 (11-15 April 2010), Strasbourg 
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The sub-committee on the Middle East of the Political Affairs Committee, meeting in Strasbourg on 
27 January 2011, first with Mr von Sydow (Sweden, SOC), and then Mr de Puig (Spain, SOC) in the Chair: 

 
- re-elected Mr de Puig (Spain, SOC) as Chair;  

 
- re-elected Mr Tekelioğlu (Turkey, EPP/CD);  

 
- took note of a general list of wastewater treatment projects handed in by the Knesset delegation and of a 
note on “Water in Palestine: rights and development”, handed in by the Palestinian Legislative Council 
delegation and asked each delegation to identify a select number of projects from the list on which further 
discussion could be based. 
 
 
- Date and place of the next meeting: Paris, 8 March 2011 in the afternoon. 

 
*** 

 
The sub-committee on external relations of the Political Affairs Committee, meeting in Strasbourg on 
27 January 2011, with Mr von Sydow (Sweden, SOC), in the Chair: 
 
- elected Mr Slutsky (Russian Federation, SOC) as Chair; 
 
- postponed the election of the Vice-Chair; 

 
- Date and place of the next meeting: left it to the Chair to convene its next meeting. 
 

*** 
 

The sub-committee on conflict prevention through dialogue and reconcialiation of the Political Affairs 
Committee, meeting in Strasbourg on 27 January 2011, with Mr von Sydow (Sweden, SOC), in the Chair: 
 

 
- elected Mrs Hurskainen (Finland, SOC)  as Chair; 
 
- postponed the election of the Vice-Chair; 
 

 
- Date and place of the next meeting: left it to the Chair to convene its next meeting. 
 
 

*** 
 

Despina Chatzivassiliou, João Ary, Pavel Chevtchenko, Silvia Arzilli 
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27 January 2011 

Sub-Committee on the Middle East / Sous-commission sur le Proche-Orient 
28 seats / 28 sièges 

 
 

LIST OF MEMBERS 

 
Chairperson / Présidente 
 
1. Mr  de PUIG Lluis Maria Spain / Espagne Mrs ABURTO BASELGA Fatima 
 
 
Vice-Chairperson / Vice-Président(e) 
 
2. Mr TEKELIOĞLU Mehmet Turkey/Turquie 
 
Members / Membres           Alternates / Remplaçants 
 
3. Mr AGIUS Francis Malta / Malte Mr DEBONO GRECH Joseph 
4. Mrs ANDRYSOVA Lenka Czech Republic / République tchèque Mr SKOPAL Ladislav 
5. Mrs BRASSEUR Anne Luxembourg Mr HAUPERT Norbert 
6. Mr  CLAPPISON James United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Lord TOMLINSON 
7. Mr  CORLATEAN Titus Romania /  Roumanie Mr BADEA Viorel  
8. Mrs DURRIEU Josette France Mr ROCHEBLOINE François 
9. Mr  ELZINGA Tuur Netherlands / Pays-Bas Mr TEN BROEKE Hans 
10. Mr  FAHEY Frank Ireland / Irlande Mr O’KEEFE Jim 
11. Mr GARDETTO Jean-Charles Monaco Mr NOUVION Laurent  
12. Mr HARUTYUNYAN Davit Armenia/Arménie 
13. Mr  HÖRSTER Joachim Germany / Allemagne 
14. Mr JENSEN Mogens Denmark / Danemark   
15. Mr KAIKKONEN Antti Finland / Finlande 
16. Mrs LUNDGREN Kerstin Sweden / Suède  
17. Mr MAHOUX Belgium / Belgique Mr Van den MAELEN 
18. Mr MEIKAR Silver Estonia / Estonie 
19. Mr MEIMARAKIS Evangelos Greece / Grèce Mrs PAPANDREOU Vassiliki  
20. Mr  MOTA AMARAL João B.  Portugal Mr VERA JARDIM José 
21. Mrs  NIRENSTEIN Fiamma Italy / Italie                                                      Mr FASSINO Piero 
22. Mr  ORZECHOWSKI Maciej Poland / Pologne Mr IWIŃSKI Tadeusz 
23. Mr POURGOURIDES Christos Cyprus/Chypre Mr GEORGIOU Aristophanes 
24. Mr REIMANN Maximilian Switzerland / Suisse 
25. Mr  SLUTSKY Leonid  Russia / Russie Mr KOSACHEV Konstantin  
26. Mr TOSHEV Latchezar  Bulgaria/Bulgarie 
27. Mr  ZINGERIS Emanuelis Lithuania / Lituanie 
28. …. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex-officio :    Mr von SYDOW – Chair of the Political Affairs Committee 
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27 January 2011 
 

 
Sub-Committee on External Relations / Sous-commission des relations extérieures 

28 seats / 28 sièges 
 
 

LIST OF MEMBERS 

 
 
Chairperson / Présidente 
 

1. Mr   SLUTSKY Leonid Russian Federation  Mr KOSACHEV Konstantin 
 
Vice-Chairperson / Vice-Président(e) 
 

 
Members / Membres        Alternates / Remplaçants 
 

2. Mr   AGIUS Francis Malta / Malte Mr DEBONO Grech Joseph 
3. Mr   ALIGRUDIĆ Miloš Serbia / Serbie 
4. Lord ANDERSON United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Lord INGLEWOOD 
5. Mrs  ANDRÝSOVÁ Lenka Czech Republic / République tchèque Mrs KONEČNÁ Kat. 
6. Mr   FRANKEN Hans Netherlands / Pays-Bas   
7. Mr   FRUNDA György Romania / Roumanie Mr CORLATEAN Titus 
8. Mr   GARDETTO J-Charles Monaco  Mr NOUVION Laurent 
9.  Mr   GROSS Andreas Switzerland / Suisse Mrs MAURY PASQUIER Liliane 
10. Mr   HAUPERT Norbert Luxembourg  Mme BRASSEUR Anne 
11. Mrs HURSKAINEN Sinikka Finland / Finlande 
12. Mr   IWIŃSKI Tadeusz Poland / Pologne Mr LIPINSKI Dariusz 
13. Mr  JENSEN Michael Aastrup Denmark / Danemark 
14. Mrs KELES Birgen Turkey / Turquie Mr TEKELIOGLU Mehmet 
15. Mr   KUEHNEL Franz Eduard Austria / Autriche 
16. Mr   van der MAELEN Belgium / Belgique Ms VAN VAERENBERG  Kristien 
17. Mr   MEIKAR Silver Estonia / Estonie 
18. M.   MIGNON Jean-Claude France M. BADRÉ Denis 
19. Mr   MOSCOSO DEL PRADO J. Spain / Espagne Mr PUCHE Gabino 
20. Mr   O’KEEFE Jim Ireland / Irlande Mr FAHEY Frank 
21. Mme de POURBAIX-LUNDIN M. Sweden 
22. Mr   SEYIDOV Samad Azerbaijan / Azerbaïdjan 

    / Fédération de Russie 
23. Mr   SOBOLEV Serhiy Ukraine Mrs HERASYM’YUK Olha 
24. Mr   TODOROV Zhivko Bulgaria / Bulgarie  
25. Mr   VERA JARDIM José Portugal Mr MOTA AMARAL João Bosco 
26. Mr   VITALI Luigi Italy / Italie Mr BOCCHINO Italo 
27. Mr   VRETTOS Konstantinos Greece / Grèce Mr MEIMARAKIS Evangelos 
28. Mrs ZOHRABYAN Naira Armenia / Arménie 

  
 
Waiting list  
Mr   POURGOURIDES Christos Cyprus / Chypre Mr GEORGIOU Aristophanes 
Mr   ZINGERIS Emanuelis Lithuania / Lituanie 
Mr   WADEPHUL Johan Germany / Allemagne 
 
Ex-officio : Mr von SYDOW – Chair of the Political Affairs Committee 
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27 January 2011 

 
Sub-committee on conflict prevention through dialogue and reconciliation 

 Sous-commission sur la prévention des conflits par le dialogue et la réconciliation 
 
 

LIST OF MEMBERS 

 
 
Chairperson / Présidente 
 

1. Mrs  HURSKAINEN Sinikka Finland / Finlande 
 
 
Vice-Chairperson / Vice-Président(e) 

 
 

 
 

Members / Membres        Alternates / Remplaçants 
 
 

2. Mr ALIGRUDIC Milos Serbia/ Serbie 
3. Mr   BADEA Viorel Romania/Roumanie   
4. Mr BETEILLE Laurent  France Mme DURRIEU Josette 
5. Mr GROSS Andreas Switzerland / Suisse 
6. Mr    HANCOCK Michael United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Mr DUNDEE Alexander 
7. Mr HARUTYUNYAN Davit Armenia / Arménie  
8. Mr   JENSEN Michael Aastrup Denmark / Danemark 
9. Mrs  KONEČNÁ Katerina Czech Republic / Rép. tchèque  
10. Mr  KUEHNEL Franz Eduard Austria / Autriche 
11. Mr   LIPINSKI Dariusz Poland / Pologne Mr BENDER Ryszard 
12. Mrs  LUNDGREN Kerstin Sweden / Suède 
13. Mr   MARKOV Sergey Russian Federation / Fédération de Russie  
14. Mr  MORIAU Patrick Belgium / Belgique Mr MAHOUX Philippe 
15. Mr  de PUIG Lluis Maria Spain / Espagne Mr AGRAMUNT Pedro 
16. Mr RIGONI Andrea Italy / Italie Mr MALGIERI Gennaro 
17. Mr  TEN BROEKE Hans Netherlands / Pays-Bas Mr FRANKEN Hans 
18. Mrs TRASHANI Arenca Albania / Albanie 
19. Mrs  TÜRKÖNE Özlem Turkey / Turquie 
20. Mr VARVITSIOTIS Miltiadis Greece / Grèce  
21. Mr WELLMANN Karl-Georg Germany / Allemagne  
22. .. 
23. .. 
24. .. 
25. .. 
26. .. 
27. .. 
28. .. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ex-officio :  Mr von SYDOW  – Chair of the Political Affairs Committee 
 


