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SECRETARIAT 
 
AS/Pol (2013) CB 01 
30 January 2013 
 
 

To the members of Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy 
 

Synopsis 
of the meetings held in Strasbourg 
from 21 to 24 January 2013 
 
 
The Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy, meeting in Strasbourg from 21 to 24 January 2013, 
first with Ms Josette Durrieu (France, SOC), oldest member present, then Mr Pietro Marcenaro (Italy, SOC) 
and Lord Donald Anderson (United Kingdom, SOC) in the Chair: 
 
on Monday, 21 January 2013, 14:00 – 15:00, room 9, as regards: 
 
– Election of the Bureau of the Committee: re-elected by acclamation: 
 

 Mr Pietro Marcenaro (Italy, SOC) Chairperson;  
 Mr Jean-Charles Gardetto (Monaco, EPP/CD), 1st Vice-Chairperson ; 
 Ms Kerstin Lundgren (Sweden, ALDE), 2nd Vice-Chairperson; 
 Ms Karin Woldseth (Norway, EDG), 3rd Vice-Chairperson; 

 
– Appointment of Rapporteur – Debate under urgent procedure: appointed Ms Karin Woldseth 
(Norway, EDG) as Rapporteur on Recent developments in Mali and Algeria and the threat to security and 
human rights in the Mediterranean region; 
 
– Reconstitution or constitution of sub-committees: 
 

 reconstituted its Sub-Committees on External Relations and on the Middle East;  
 set up a new Sub-Committee on relations with the OECD and the EBRD; 

 
– Open discussion on current issues: held an exchange of views on the situation in Iran with the 
participation of: 
 

 Mr Ardechir Amir-Arjomand, Professor of public law, former Unesco Chair Holder for Human 
Rights, Peace and Democracy, Spokesman of the Coordinating Council of the Green Path of 
Hope of Iran, 

 Mr Rajab-Ali Mazroui, former Member of the Iranian Parliament, President of the Iranian 
Journalists Association, Iranian Economist, 

 Mr Morteza Kazemian, Political Activist and Member of the Central Committee of Press 
Freedom Association in Iran, 

 Mr Taghi Rahmani, author, political figure and winner of Hellman/Hammett grant for persecuted 
writers, Member of the “Council of Melli Mazhabi Activists”, a democratic and liberal opposition 
group in Iran; 
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on Tuesday 22 January 2013, 08:30 – 09:45, room 9, as regards: 
 
– The situation in Kosovo* and the role of the Council of Europe (Rapporteur: Mr Björn von Sydow, 
Sweden, SOC): 
 

- held an exchange of views with representatives of the political forces elected to the Kosovo 
Assembly: 

 
 Mr Hydajet Hyseni, Vice-chairperson of the Committee for Foreign Affairs, 
 Ms Vjosa Osmani, Member of the Committee for European Integration; 

 
- took position on the amendments to the draft resolution and to the draft recommendation; 

 
– The activities of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in 2010-2012 
(Rapporteur: Mr Tuur Elzinga, The Netherlands, UEL): took position on the amendments to the draft 
resolution; 
 
– Request for partner for democracy status with the Parliamentary Assembly submitted by the 
Parliament of the Kyrgyz Republic (Rapporteur: Mr Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Turkey, EDG): heard a statement 
by the Rapporteur on his visit in the region on 15-17 January 2013; 
 
– Appointment of representatives of the Committee: appointed members and substitutes to 
represent the Committee at meetings of the following bodies in 2013 in the framework of the Assembly’s 
institutional representation and decided to inform the Bureau accordingly: 
 

- Council for democratic elections of the Venice Commission: 
 Member: Ms Josette Durrieu, France, SOC, 
 Substitute : Ms Tinatin Khidasheli, Georgia, ALDE; 

 
- ECRI (European Commission against Racism and Intolerance): 

 Member: Ms Marietta de Pourbaix-Lundin, Sweden, EPP/DC, 
 Substitute: Ms Nursuna Memecan, Turkey, ALDE; 

 
 
on Tuesday 22 January 2013, 14:00 – 15:00, room 9, as regards: 
 
– Debate under urgent procedure: Recent developments in Mali and Algeria and the threat to security 
and human rights in the Mediterranean region (Rapporteur: Ms Karin Woldseth, Norway, EDG): held an 
exchange of views with Hon. Roger Nkodo Dang, Vice-President of the Pan African Parliament, as well as a 
delegation from the Parliament of Algeria; considered and approved a report and unanimously adopted a 
draft resolution; 
 
 
on Thursday 24 January 2013, 08:30 – 09:45, room 9, as regards: 
 
– Debate under urgent procedure: Recent developments in Mali and Algeria and the threat to security 
and human rights in the Mediterranean region (Rapporteur: Ms Karin Woldseth, Norway, EDG): took position 
on the amendments to the draft resolution; 
 
– Situation in Belarus (Rapporteur: Mr Andres Herkel, Estonia, EPP/CD): heard a statement by the 
Rapporteur on the follow-up to Resolution 1857 (2012) and Recommendation 1992 (2012) and held an 
exchange of views with the participation of civil society representatives and with Mr Jean-Claude Mignon, 
President of the Assembly; 
 
– Democracy and the limitation of mandates (Rapporteur: Mr Mike Hancock, United Kingdom, 
ALDE): decided to postpone this item to a forthcoming meeting; 
 

                                                           
* All references to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo. 
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– Work programme 
 

- Follow-up to adopted texts emanating from the Committee: heard a statement by the 
Chairperson and decided to transmit to the Bureau a document containing comments by 
rapporteurs on the replies by the Committee of Ministers to the recommendations emanating 
from the Committee in 2012; 

 
- Follow-up to the Conference on “Human Rights and Foreign Policy”: heard a statement by the 

Chairperson on the Conference held in Turin on 13 December 2012 and took note of the 
proceedings of the Conference; 

 
- The activities of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in 

2012-2013: appointed Mr Dirk van der Maelen (Belgium, SOC) as Rapporteur, and heard from 
him a statement on the absence of conflict of interests; 

 
- Call for candidates for report on The functioning of democratic institutions in Romania: following 

a preliminary exchange of views, decided to postpone this item; 
 
 
on Thursday 24 January 2013, 14:45 – 15:30, room 9, as regards:  
 
– New Parliamentary effort to create a stability pact in the South Caucasus (Rapporteur: 
Mr Latchezar Toshev, Bulgaria, EPP/CD): considered and unanimously approved an information report; 
 
– Preparation of the Committee’s meeting in Rabat, Morocco: heard a statement by its Chairperson 
and by the Chairperson of the Moroccan delegation, and took note of the preliminary programme of the 
meeting; 
 
– Authorisations by the Committee: authorised Mr Dirk van der Maelen (Belgium, SOC), Rapporteur 
on The activities of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in 2012-2013 and 
Mr Jean-Marie Bockel (France, EPP/CD), Vice-Chairperson of the Sub-committee on relations with the 
OECD and the EBRD, to attend the OECD Parliamentary Days, which will take place in Paris, on 11-
13 February 2013; 
 
– Composition of sub-committees: approved the lists of the sub-committees as presented in the 
Appendix; 
 
– Other business: decided to authorise the elected representatives of the Turkish Cypriot community to 
attend the meetings of the Committee, throughout 2013. 
 
– Next meetings: took note of the revised dates in March and June, as follows: 
 

- 13-14 March 2013, Rabat, Morocco 
- 22-26 April 2013 (2nd part session), Strasbourg 
- 5-6 June 2013, Paris 
- 24-28 June 2013 (3rd part session), Strasbourg 
- 6 September 2013, Paris 
- 30 September – 4 October 2013 (4th part session), Strasbourg 
- 8 November 2013, Paris 
- 10-11 December 2013, Paris. 

 
 

* * * * 
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The Sub-Committee on external relations (of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy), meeting 
in Strasbourg on 22 January 2013, with Mr Pietro Marcenaro (Italy, SOC) in the Chair, as regards: 
 
– Election of the Bureau of the Sub-committee: 
 

 elected Mr Miloš Aligrudić (Serbia, EDG) as Chairperson, 
 postponed the election of the Vice-Chairperson; 

 
– Date and place of the next meeting: left it to the Chairperson to convene the next meeting, probably 

during the April 2013 part-session. 
 

* * * * 
 
The Sub-Committee on the Middle East (of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy), meeting in 
Strasbourg on 22 January 2013, first with Mr Pietro Marcenaro (Italy, SOC), then Ms Josette Durrieu 
(France, SOC) in the Chair, as regards: 
 
– Election of the Bureau of the Sub-committee: 
 

 re-elected Ms Josette Durrieu (France, SOC) as Chairperson, 
 elected Lord Anderson (United Kingdom, SOC) as Vice-Chairperson; 

 
– Recent developments in the region: held an exchange of views with Mr Sabella, Chairperson of the 

Palestinian delegation and Ambassador Barkan, Secretary of the Israeli delegation; 
 
– Preparation of the meeting in the Middle East: heard a statement from the Chairperson on the 

preparation of the meeting to be held in Israel and Palestine; 
 
– Date and place of the next meeting: decided to hold its next meeting in Israel and Palestine from 7 to 

12 April 2013. 
 

* * * * 
 
The Sub-Committee on relations with the OECD and the EBRD (of the Committee on Political Affairs and 
Democracy), meeting in Strasbourg on 24 January 2013, with Mr Pietro Marcenaro (Italy, SOC) in the Chair, 
as regards: 
 
– Election of the Bureau of the Sub-committee: 
 

 elected Mr Tuur Elzinga (Netherlands, UEL) as Chairperson, 
 elected Mr Jean-Marie Bockel (France, EPP/CD) as Vice-Chairperson; 

 
– Date and place of the next meeting: left it to the Chairperson to convene the next meeting. 
 
 
 

D. Chatzivassiliou, J. Ary, P. Chevtchenko, S. Arzilli 
 
 
 
cc. Secretary General of the Assembly 
Director General, Directors and all staff of the Secretariat of the Assembly 
Secretaries of National Delegations and of Political Groups of the Assembly 
Secretaries of observer and partner for democracy delegations  
Secretary General of the Congress 
Secretary to the Committee of Ministers 
Directors General 
Director of the Private Office of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe 
Director of the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights 
Director of Communication  
Permanent Representations to the Council of Europe 
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APPENDIX 
 
 

Sub-Committee on the Middle East / Sous-commission sur le Proche-Orient 
of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy / de la Commission des questions politiques et de la démocratie 

 
 

30 seats / 30 sièges 
 
 

LIST OF MEMBERS / LISTE DES MEMBRES 
 
 
Chairperson / Président 
 
Ms DURRIEU Josette (SOC) France 
 
Vice-Chairperson / Vice-président 
 
Lord ANDERSON Donald (SOC) United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni 
 
Members / Membres   Alternates / Remplaçants 
 
1. Ms MUTTONEN Christine (SOC) Austria Ms WURM Gisela (SOC) 
2. Mr MAHOUX Philippe (SOC) Belgium / Belgique Mr van der MAELEN Dirk (SOC) 
3. Mr TOSHEV Latchezar (EPP/CD) Bulgaria / Bulgarie 
4. Mr LOUKAIDES George (UEL) Cyprus / Chypre Ms KYRIAKIDES Stella (EPP/CD) 
5. Mr JENSEN Mogens (SOC) Denmark / Dannemark 
6. Mr KAIKONNEN Antti (ALDE) Finland / Finlande 
7. Ms DURRIEU Josette (SOC) France Mr ROCHEBLOINE François (EPP/CD) 
8. Mr HÖRSTER Joachim (EPP/CD) Germany / Allemagne Mr WADEPHUL Johann (EPP/CD) 
9. Mr DRAGASAKIS Ioannis (UEL) Greece / Grèce Ms BAKOYANNIS Theodora (EPP/CD) 
10. Mr ÁRNASON Mörður (SOC) Iceland / Islande 
11. Ms CIGANE Lolita (EPP/CD) Latvia / Lettonie 
12. Mr ZINGERIS Emanuelis (EPP/CD) Lithuania / Lituanie 
13. Mr BODEN Fernand (EPP/CD) Luxembourg Mr HAUPERT Norbert (EPP/CD) 
14. Mr GARDETTO Jean-Charles (EPP/CD) Monaco 
15. Mr DIJKHOFF Klass (ALDE) The Netherlands / Pays-Bas Ms ARIB Khadija (SOC) 
16. Mr KLICH Bogdan (EPP/CD) Poland / Pologne Mr IWINSKI Tadeusz (SOC) 
17. Mr MOTA AMARAL Joao B. (EPP/CD) Portugal Mr ASSIS Francisco (SOC) 
18. Mr SLUTSKY Leonid (SOC) Russian Federation / Fédération de Russie 
19. Ms VUCKOVIC Natasa (SOC) Serbia / Serbie 
20. Mr JAKIC Roman (ALDE) Slovenia / Slovénie 
21. Mr AGRAMUNT Pedro (EPP/CD) Spain / Espagne 
22. Ms LUNDGREN Kerstin (ALDE) Sweden / Suède 
23. Mr REIMANN Maximilian (ALDE) Switzerland / Suisse Ms FIALA Doris (ALDE) 
24. Ms MEMECAN Nursuna (ALDE) Turkey / Turquie Mr DISLI Saban (EPP/CD) 
25. Lord ANDERSON Donald (SOC) United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Mr CLAPISSON James (EDG) 
26. Mme BRASSEUR Anne Chairperson ALDE / Président ADLE 
27. Mr WALTER Robert Chairperson EDG / Président GDE 
28. Mr KOX Tiny Chairperson UEL / Président GUE 
29.  
30.  
 
 
Ex-officio : 
Mr MARCENARO Pietro (Italy, SOC), Chairperson of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy / 
  Président de la Commission des questions politiques et de la démocratie 
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Sub-Committee on External Relations / Sous-commission des relations extérieures 

of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy / de la Commission des questions politiques et de la démocratie 
 
 

30 seats / 30 sièges 
 
 

LIST OF MEMBERS / LISTE DES MEMBRES 
 
 
Chairperson / Président 
 
Mr ALIGRUDIC Milos (EDG) Serbia / Serbie 
 
Vice-Chairperson / Vice-président(e) 
 
… 
 
Members / Membres   Alternates / Remplaçants 
 

1. Ms MATEU PI Meritxell (ALDE) Andorra 
2. Ms WURM Gisela (SOC) Austria / Autriche 
3. Mr SEYIDOV Samad (EDG) Azerbaijan / Azerbaïdjan Mr HAJIYEV Sabir (SOC) 
4. Mr MORIAU Patrick (SOC) Belgium / Belgique Mr VERCAMER Stefaan (EPP/CD) 
5. Mr LOUKAIDES George (UEL) Cyprus / Chypre Ms KYRIAKIDES Stella (EPP/CD) 
6. Mr KAIKONNEN Antti (ALDE) Finland / Finlande 
7. Mr MARIANI Thierry (EPP/D) France Mr BOCKEL Jean-Marie (EPP/CD) 
8. Ms KHIDASHELI Tinatin (…) Georgia / Géorgie 
9. Mr HUNKO Andrej (UEL) Germany / Allemagne 
10. Ms BAKOYANNIS Theodora (EPP/CD) Greece / Grèce Mr VARVITSIOTIS Miltiadis (EPP/CD) 
11. Mr BRAUN Marton (EPP/CD) Hungary / Hongrie Mr SZABO Vilmos (SOC) 
12. Mr ZINGERIS Emanuelis (EPP/CD) Lithuania / Lituanie 
13. Mr HAUPERT Norbert (EPP/CD) Luxembourg 
14. Mme GUTU Anna (ALDE) Moldova 
15. Mr GARDETTO Jean-Charles (EPP/CD) Monaco 
16. Mr VUKCEVIC Zoran (SOC) Montenegro / Monténégro 
17. Mr FRANKEN Hans (EPP/CD) The Netherlands / Pays-Bas Ms ARIB Khadija (SOC) 
18. Mr IWINSKI Tadeusz (SOC) Poland / Pologne 
19. Mr ASSIS Francisco (SOC) Portugal Mr MOTA AMARAL Joao Bosco (EPP/CD) 
20. Mr SLUTSKY Leonid (SOC) Russian Federation / Fédération de Russie 
21. Mr ALIGRUDIC Milos (EDG) Serbia / Serbie 
22. Mr JAKIC Roman (ALDE) Slovenia / Slovénie 
23. Mr BENEYTO José María (EPP/CD) Spain / Espagne Mr PUCHE Gabino (EPP/CD) 
24. Ms de POURBAIX-LUNDIN M. (EPP/CD) Sweden / Suède Mr von SYDOW Björn (SOC) 
25. Mr BUGNON André (ALDE) Switzerland / Suisse Ms MAURY PASQUIER Liliane (SOC) 
26. Mr BAYKAL Deniz (SOC° Turkey / Turquie  Mr CAVUSOGLU Mevlüt (EDG) 
27. Mr MARMAZOV Yevhen (UEL) Ukraine Ms OROBETS Lesia (EPP/CD) 
28. Mr HANCOCK Mike (ALDE) United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Lord TOMLINSON John E. (SOC) 
29. Mr GROSS Andreas Chairperson of the Socialist Group / Président du Groupe Socialiste 
30. Mr WALTER Robert Chairperson EDG / Président GDE 
 
 
 
 
Ex-officio : 
Mr MARCENARO Pietro (Italy, SOC), Chairperson of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy / 
  Président de la Commission des questions politiques et de la démocratie 
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Sub-Committee on relations with the OECD and the EBRD / Sous-commission des relations avec l’OCDE et la BERD 

of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy / de la Commission des questions politiques et de la démocratie 
 
 

30 seats / 30 sièges 
 
 

LIST OF MEMBERS / LISTE DES MEMBRES 
 
Chairperson / Président 
 
Mr ELZINGA Tuur (UEL) The Netherlands / Pays-Bas 
 
Vice-Chairperson / Vice-président 
 
Mr BOCKEL Jean-Marie (PPE/DC) France 
 
Members / Membres   Alternates / Remplaçants 
 
1. Ms MUTTONEN Christine (SOC) Austria / Autriche 
2. Mr SEYIDOV Samad (EDG) Azerbaijan / Azerbaïdjan Mr HAJIYEV Sabir (SOC) 
3. Mr Van der MAELEN Dirk (SOC) Belgium / Belgique Mr MORIAU Patrick (SOC) 
4. Mr BOCKEL Jean-Marie (PPE/DC) France  Ms DURRIEU Josette (SOC) 
5. Mr PAPADIMOULIS Dimitrios (UEL) Greece / Grèce Mr VARVITSIOTIS Miltiadis (EPP/CD) 
6. Mr BRAUN Marton (EPP/CD) Hungary / Hongrie 
7. Mr RIGONI Andrea (ALDE) Italy / Italie 
8. Mr BODEN Fernand (EPP/CD) Luxembourg 
9. Mr ELZINGA Tuur (UEL) The Netherlands / Pays-Bas Mr FRANKEN Hans (EPP/CD) 
10. Mr BENEYTO José María (PPC/DC) Spain / Espagne 
11. Ms de POURBAIX-LUNDIN M. (EPP/CD) Sweden / Suède 
12. Mr BUGNON André (ALDE) Switzerland / Suisse 
13. Mr DISLI Saban (EPP/CD) Turkey / Turquie 
14. Mr POPESCU Ivan (SOC) Ukraine Mr MARMAZOV Yevhen (UEL) 
15. Ms GILLAN Cheryl (EDG) United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Mr LIDDELL-GRAINGER Ian (EDG) 
16. Mr GROSS Andreas Chairperson of the Socialist Group / Président du Groupe Socialiste 
17. Ms BRASSEUR Anne Chairperson ALDE / Présidente ADLE 
18. Mr KOX Tiny Chairperson UEL / Président GUE 
19.  
20.  
21.  
22.  
23.  
24.  
25.  
26.  
27.  
28.  
29.  
30.  
 
 
 
Ex-officio : 
Mr MARCENARO Pietro (Italy, SOC), Chairperson of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy / 
  Président de la Commission des questions politiques et de la démocratie 
 
 
 


